Peopﬁz Who Harvest Saﬁnan Using Torches”

P.O. Box 440, Hagelton, B.C. VOJ 1Y0
Tel. (250) 842-5297 Fax (250) 842-6364

March 2, 2009

Ms. Alice Jeffery
Box 229
Hazelton, B.C.
VOJ 1Y0

: Attentron ‘Alice ]effrey, Cliff Sampare Larry Skulsh and George Sampare

Dear Slmgngyet

_ _'We are followmg Up.on, eur rneetlng of February 27 2009 held at Gltanmaax hall - |
' regardlng certain heredltary chief's request for Gﬂ:anmaax Band to- rehnqursh o

Gitanmaax Reserve, 06759 Klsgegas to them.. We also wrsh to clear up -

o mvrted to-attend & meetmg with sm‘ehlefs regardmg

L -IIIISCG)I‘i‘CepthI‘lS and Imsmformatmn on the. meetlng asis apparent in the Gltxsan X

Treaty Off1ce 3 news release of March 3 2909 publrshed in the Interlor News A

amnaax Band Councﬂ Was

' ;.We fll‘St pla(:e the February 2’/"th meetmg it context

2009, Gltanmaax Barid Council. arr1ved to a full hall of: partrcrpants who'were’
7 invited to attend by Alice Jeffrey and/or othiérs. The Band Couricil extended the ;
= :courtesy to the heredrtary chiefs to: proceed W1th the ‘meetirig, desplte their i .
" having no knowledge that the. apparent intent of theheredltary chiefs and/er = =

Sl .:others ‘was to turn the proposed private meetlng iito. a pubhc forum Obvmusly,{ Lo

;egegas .n Februaryz'/" |

no .had we been'so noﬁﬁed_ W& would haye made arrangements for G1tanmaax Lo
" band mermbers fo alse be present and express their viéws. Regardiess of the -

S "rmscommumcatlon, we: agreed to hear from; the Hered1tary Chlefs and Irsten to
- their VlEWSOf G1tanrnaax Reserve 06759 Iﬁsgegas o : =




During the course of the meeting we made the foﬂowi'ng commitments:

1. We will meet Gitsegas chiefs on March 13th for another information

sharirig meeting.

2. Gitanmaax Band Council will meet on April 3, 2009, to commence in-
camera deliberation on information aris‘mg from the March 13% meeting.

- 3. Gitanmaax-Band will commnience archlval research on’ K1sgegas to ensure
that Council has all necessary information upon which to base their
deliberations that may impact ¢ G1tanmaax Band members

Contrary to Gitxsan Treaty Office’s eem'munjcatidn 'réieas'e' 'su'ggesting'that we
will be signing over Kisgegas on MarchI3th; at no time did we commit.to signing
- any documeént to this effect. In fact, the Indfan Act spec1f1ca11y prevents us from
o taking any action'to transfer rights to any of our reserves Wlthout the express
:. " ’consentof the ma]onty of Grtanmaax Band members by way of Referendum
S ,','Further, should Band Councﬂ allow USe by non:band 1 embers Wlthout |

i ;"Grtaﬁm&ax We also recegruze that Gltanm:;tar band members Inay wrsh to L
Do transfer arid have: property rights in other. Glb;san bands We dre open to these e
_'_'dlSCI.ISSlE)IIS Wlﬂ'[ all Krsgegas Slmgngyet as well as eur band members R




In closing, we reiterate our commitment to ongomg discussions. With respect to
the participants at our next meeting, we note that although many other
simgiigyet were invited, we understand that not-all Kisgegas chiefs were invited.
- Further, a number of heredltary chiefs who have no traditional authority to
speak about Kisgegas, spoke strongly in favout of relinquishment. Please
identify the appropriate hereditary chiefs who will be the contact persons for

purpose of these discussions.

In closmg, the Gitxsan Treaty office’s news telease is in error- and it is
unfortunate that this misconception will catse unnecessary public confusion
and/or expectation. We trust this clar1f1es Gltanmaax Ba,nd Council’s posmon

' Smcerely,

‘7/7 WA o
Ch1ef Mar]orle McRae
_ Gltanmaax Ban_d_ C_ouncﬂ

 Cé Gitwsan Tréaty Office




