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Gitanmaax Band Council Deals with Unauthorized Construction on

Kisgegas Reserve

FOR RELEASE JANUARY 11,2010

Gitanmaax Band counci l  has demolished unauthorized construct ion on Kisgegas Reserve'

Kisgegas Reserve.ou"r,  approximately 1,000 acres on the Babine River at the mouth of Shedin

creek and is administered by counci l  for the exclusive benef i t  of  members of Gitanmaax Band'

The demoli t ion was achieved safely on January 9,2010 tn the presence of the f i re department in

the form of a control led burn The iRoyal Cana-dian Mounted Pol ice was given pr ior not ice of the

demoli t ion and were on standby to ensure that the event was peaceful .  Mr. Cl i f ford Sampare,

who was responsible for the unauthorized construct ion, was not in attendance'

Gitanmaax Band counci l  previously tr ied to restr ict  construct ion on Kisgegas Reserve by asking

Vr-Su.p"re respectfully io stop construction, by starting a lawsuit for trespass on the Reserve'

ov oi ingi ; 'g the RCMP in to negot iate an agreement to stop construct ion, and by instal l ing a

securi ty gate to stop non-members of Gitanmaax from enter ing the Reserve without permission

None of these measures put an end to construct ion on the Reserve

,,A control led burn was our last resort ,"  said Chief Counci l lor Marj  McRae, "They have completely

disregarded all the u"io"t agreements and have elected not to accept our offer to try and find

some common ground. Thi destruct ion of our securi ty gate and the removal of  the 'no

trespassing'  s igns was the last straw."

Gitanmaax Band members passed a general  resolut ion at the last Annual General  Meeting that

reouires Band Counci l  to take al l  necessary steps to protect Kisgegas Reserve from unauthorized

uses including construct ion.

, ,The Band is ent i i led to control  construct ion on Kisgegas Reserve, including the power to

demolish unauthorized construct ion on the Reserve," said Counci l lor Richard Wright "The Band

resolved not to al low this act iv i ty and non-band members wanted to test our resolve Hopeful ly i t

is now clear to Mr sampare 
"n'd 

hi .  backers that unauthorized construct ion wi l l  not be tolerated "

Non-members of Gitanmaax Band can make a legal c laim to Kisgegas Reserve using the

Specif ic Claims process, the process for creat ion and amalgamation of Reserves under the

l n d i a n A c t , a n d b y m a k i n g a c l a i m f o r h e r e d i t a r y t i t l e i n C o u r t
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